The spirit of competition, so characteristic B of the Greeks, found expression in the many Scee on the others games held all over site, perhaps the Greece at the festivals of the gods. Of the Greek games those at Olympia are perhaps most widely known, both because of their importance in antiquity, as the oldest instituted, and because of their modern revival. The Olympic games, together with those held at Delphi, Nemea, and the Isthmus at Corinth, were Panhellenic. Greeks from all states participated in them, even in times of war, when a special truce was declared to permit a free meeting of all contestants. But side by side with those great Panhellenic festivals, other games were held periodically in almost every Greek city. Of the latter the Panathenaic festival, the subject of our vase, was held at Athens on the birthday of the goddess Athena, which was celebrated on the twenty-eighth day of the first month in the Athenian calendar, Hekatombeion (in July or August). It consisted of two parts, the religious ceremonies and the competitions. Our literary accounts of the festival are incomplete, but no one who has seen the processional road, recently unearthed in the Athenian Agora, and the representation of the procession on the frieze of the Parthenon can fail to visualize some of its splendor. The purpose of the procession was the presentation of the peplos, a woolen garment woven by specially chosen women and girls of Attica for the wooden statue of Athena Polias, the goddess of the citadel, that is, the Acropolis. In the same procession the sacrificial animals, cattle and sheep, were driven to the altars on the Acriopolis. Prominent in this parade were the city officials, the masby musicians.
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